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Minutes for Beloit Convention and Visitors Bureau Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors March 2023 Meeting 

03/21/2023 | 08:00 AM - (GMT-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada) 

Visit Beloit 

Attendees (5) 

Danielle Marx; Mr. Celestino Ruffini; Jessica Santillan-Reyes; Mr. Spencer Waite; Ron 

Whitley 

 

Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. 

Establishment of Quorum  

Quorum was established.  

Consent Agenda 

A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Marx and seconded by Santillan-

Reyes. Motion passed unanimously. 

New Business 

Joint Effort in Tourism grants  

  

● YWCA Juneteenth Celebration: Requested $5,000. Eligible for 50%  

○ Ruffini mentioned their application did not include ticketing or past research, 

which brought down their score.  

○ He also mentioned that we hosted a grant workshop with 8-9 attendees.  

○ Ruffini confirmed that this event was previously awarded $2,500. 

○ The group discussed how there are two Juneteenth Day events in Beloit on 

the same day. 

○ Marx asked about the budget and Ruffini confirmed their budget does not 

account for any grant funds, so the grant could be wholly used for marketing. 
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A motion to approve $2,500 for the YWCA Juneteenth Celebration was made by Marx and 

seconded by Waite. Motion passed unanimously.  

  

● Beloit Sky Carp legacy program sponsorship fund agreement  
○ Ruffini explained that a few years ago an agreement through next season 

was approved, however some of the deliverables were not met and therefore 

some changes have been made to the agreement. The biggest component 

that didn’t happen was wrapping a team bus in Visit Beloit vinyl, but has not 

happened. This was replaced with a photo op on the concourse made of large 

letters spelling out “BELOIT.” The design was just approved by the stadium 

and is pending approval by this board. The majority of the cost will go towards 

paying for the letters. 

○ Ruffini added that since they had not delivered everything, we withheld our 

August 2022 payment.  

○ If approved, the remaining payment from last year plus the cost of the letters 

will be paid. 

○ One final change to the agreement was to add an additional season.  

  

A motion to approve the Sky Carp Visit Beloit Partnership Agreement was made by Waite 

and seconded by Whitley. Motion passed unanimously. 

  

● City of Beloit ARPA Non-Profit Building/Facility Improvements grant 
authorization  

○ Ruffini explained that the C3 owns the Visit Beloit building. Ruffini is in the 

process of applying for a grant through the City of Beloit for $317,000 to cover 

half the expenses to finish the building. If the city awards half the funds, Visit 

Beloit will match the amount. Applicants will prevent April 3 to city council and 

community members and then it will need to be approved by city council two 

weeks later. 

○ If this grant is not successful, we will still move forward with completing the 

project via traditional financing.  

○ Marx noted a date change to 2023. 

  

A motion to approve the ARPA Grant Authorization Resolution was made by Waite and 

seconded by Marx. Motion passed unanimously.  

Informational Updates 
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● CEO  

○ Ruffini gave a few brief updates. We will be requesting Biographies/Head 

Shots, Confidentiality Statement, Conflict of Interest, and a DEI 

Demographics Survey from board members. The requests will come via 

BoardEffect. 

○ Ruffini also reported that Martha Mitchell, former longtime Visit Beloit 

executive director, has passed.  

○ Ruffini also shared that last year we gave a grant to the Stateline Heritage 

Festival, but shortly having paid them for their grant, they self-reported a 

fraudulent invoice was submitted for reimbursement, so they paid back the 

amount. Ruffini met with them yesterday and they are still on good terms with 

the organization. Waite asked if the $1,500 will get added to the total amount 

available for grants this year, and Ruffini confirmed it could.  

○ Ruffini also discussed the option of doing one large grant instead of several 

smaller grants to make a larger impact.  

  

● Board of Directors  

○ Whitley commented that his schedule is very full and that he would 

understand if a new chair was appointed. Ruffini noted we will keep that in 

mind as we also fill Deanna’s position.  

○ Waite asked about the Skycarp 50/50 raffle and Ruffini said there is no 

update. 

Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 a.m. 


