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Visit Beloit looks back on rebound year
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Visit Beloit Executive Director Celestino Ruf�ni explains future plans for the �rst �oor space at the 656
Pleasant St. building, the former site of St. Paul’s Catholic Church and the Angel Museum. The space is now
the permanent home of Visit Beloit. Reconstruction of the property began in 2020 and work will start back
up again in the next two years. The stained glass windows will remain as part of the redevelopment, along
with the original hardwood �oors found during demolition.
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BELOIT – Visit Beloit Executive Director Celestino Ruf�ni and his team at Beloit’s

tourism agency say they are optimistic following a successful year that saw rebounds

in increased visitors to the area as key projects to attract travelers continue to

progress.
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In 2020, Visit Beloit spent the entire year assisting businesses in the city’s tourism

sector pick up the pieces following lockdowns due to the pandemic. But in 2021,

Ruf�ni said the organization saw a steady rebound in the number of visitors, hotel

stays and increased business travel.

“The biggest difference between 2020 and this year have been businesses opening

up again,” Ruf�ni said.

A key indicator of the rebound has been Visit Beloit’s tracking of the total number of

ongoing and special events planned in the area, with the upcoming weekend to

feature nearly 50 events compared to just three months ago when only a dozen

events were being held on an average weekend.

Business travel has also slowly grown back that’s supplemented gaps between

weekends. The increase in business travel has also spurred hotel occupancy to rise,

Ruf�ni noted.

“There’s continued demand locally and visitors are coming into the area at rates

similar to 2019,” Ruf�ni added.

At the welcome center at the interstate, Ruf�ni said the center had seen just shy of

13,000 visitors this summer, bringing the total number of visitors to the center to

around 46,000 this year.

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst_T6b1o3fDrTIxdFZR6yl3v5F-2UMAmrULJBO_x5k77nRaqft4k_TGj1h9IcWvwiUBRW0gFvpC-7aFGQzOtuAm5tYsSqYfXmhYRKN5ei_Loa3LwEcOL74SN8Vaj0GH82ftrcsynOWF6h69q-CoGb3ywmx9yOX5RS4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLMiYv013iH6&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCX6DVomtfYcOGN96G28cPy7-isAWgkJzCY4zzwNaDDv-0_fX9KBABINWJkxZgyYbNjfyk-BTIAQmoAwGqBKICT9D8t4Yar_xFu_U9PbrZvxGktAPXKgx-msahdgCOa7WT3FbbgrP5v_sUWQmP_LVGynDlHsMHX1vWb8bzpd6Kwvj7M2utewaII_SgUPW17v5jMPpaL9YC-TPjy6CxFkXSF0QTfOaZKLl4uGAMPbs6TT3SpDndd5HUuYSoqimiPzbriSazaAtlbN7vcngbPTVtt_kZwI21NukYfta-dig_R59cZTamwbYl4902puHY09hG9QvFmMePRgBgp5DYEX-kvJKgGm3gfWNLZR3sS-94tXbRJ8o18uIMhiK6ZS2dmwB7xq9qOA5FlJ0WgJRqIUBM48fmjgAnjCET4bbXdHe9vB-2KNJJ1lsgMaZfgk09YUz5qeCahXmHRKxgh_XejVhVmo7ABMWVmLTNA-AEA5AGAaAGTYAHtKalnwKoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB-6WsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHANIIBwiAYRABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTM2ODE3MDE1NTYxODc0ODSACgOYCwHICwGADAGwE5Kw7gzQEwDYEwrYFAHQFQGAFwE%26ae%3D1%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAASEuRoGVFNkyTttxHR-VGD04nxkg%26sig%3DAOD64_3Fw9nDNt5CJphKVUhQPlqqJ7lZeQ%26client%3Dca-pub-4807561457669996%26dbm_c%3DAKAmf-Bvp3MC6s0DbkTeE0QrnBauK0NcjWq3tNGOVjos7lhv_0Fw26CaLQody9QFxBKwAAAyMldQs2LHCsR0ZA2eYnTn1SigdFP5ci2rOMF-_KyHy8tfYVC-dpsOC2cmqr_ncIHjX3jGRPvTENxFqPI6gl9fXa459Q%26cry%3D1%26dbm_d%3DAKAmf-AG8Fcev7a8PID7DEw4bSksOPtvwV3iyGQVsxrscpUW8PlKUS15qQT_gz6sZc3UruGELWkdo920RazvzoWfO-oIMi36JiSAIMLrXsuKBymlER05OJNE_GvAvoTFBpxZLmv9UuqHwFrtUfGiAH1k4UgOGjq98yOU4J4FL8nL-uFPoVVfmTFqwQbRhBPwaGcl3mU3_UziiPItggQoCzd98mtNJY0TM5SvULWhRFx9XhJXC81qa21n0LDb8dNWg18dALS5t_f7yv28qajPC0B3Urj-qS3UB0QqETo-uTbyVp4m6PgkFR1aLYJPkyCgWkX0kkPeOkBX2BHnFHOV2wEMxkqvjgt1je_id3qY3TkUl-vJBPViRwf2MoS5rfxChJB62W5AuoJcqUhQosVzlbmxMWQeptgsvZIoVHOs3hNt9i82tJTkJtkuVhBysRgki5nGIem-RfP5-2DREt2hHJ9227Hq5pTuaPSwhsvrNhiwGxMOwCSXPC8NDz3LXhnMpawvzpQgL8bs4422yucJr_bS2U1siUreO465LFqtxEHc7CK88DxQ19KUFNjWbkVafEsiRffQOeEq3y1V5duKKGd_AmcFDIdELHXpUFH0pLhx2M-Zh80XQdw%26adurl%3Dhttps://traits.bayer.com/corn/Pages/SmartStax-Technology.aspx%253Futm_campaign%253Dmy22%252Bcorntraits%252Bcorntraitsolutions%2526utm_medium%253Dprogrammaticdisplay%2526utm_source%253Dprecisionreach%2526utm_content%253Dv1%252Bcorntraits%252Bdirectportfolioengagement%252Bcompromise%252Bsstx%252Bcor%252B300x250%252Bcpp_gif%252Bu21gd7c5o19%252Ba82ay


Austin Montgomery

Work on interstate construction on I-43 and I-39/90 is expected to wrap up this fall.

Heading into winter, Ruf�ni said his group will monitor vaccination rates and be in

contact with area restaurants, hotels and other businesses in case COVID-19

conditions change in the area.

“These last few weekends, families are going to make the most of what they can

before winter kicks in,” Ruf�ni said.

Internally, Visit Beloit of�ces at the former Angel Museum on Pleasant Street are

now open and the �rst-�oor event space is able to hold small scale gatherings.

Expanded work on the church-turned-museum-turned-visitor center is still two

years off, but Ruf�ni said the downtown location of the property has already boosted

engagement from the group's former site at the Eclipse Center. 

With the opening of ABC Supply Stadium in August and a major step forward on the

Ho-Chunk Nation’s Beloit casino-resort plan in March, Ruf�ni said the future is

bright for Beloit.

“Everyone is excited for 2022,” he said.
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